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1. It has been aseertained that the Central Committes of the Partido Comunista
el TUeuador (PCE) has been ctudyin~ ways of providing for the welfare of
Party members in case of an emergeney. The Committes has decidel on the plan
for a secret hiding place in order %o protect the lenders and to maintain
control of the Party while in an underground status. Accordingly, the
Committes commissioned several arents to mate a survey of the Cuarumuse
Santa llalenn ares in the Provivce of Pichineha. This survey has been completed
and reviewed by the Committes. Its “eeislon, although not final, was very
favorable of thig location, and it was decided that more definite steps woald
he taken towards esctiblishment of an "underground® quarters once the ralny
8enson ‘Was over. :

2, The investigntors resorted that the distances between the towns en routs
were as followss

Vono - Guarmmus 17 kilometers

Guarumus - Tandayapa 12 vs

Tandayapa. - Los Puentes 15 e

Los Puentes -~ lanegal Chico 5 e

Nanepnl Chico = Santa Folena 12 e
Total of 61 LAl

3. The roud between Nono and Cuarumus is suitable for motor traffie. Two buses
wera found to be in daily service hetween Jnito an? Guarams. 0One bus helongs
%0 a Sr. Romero, who resides in Hono, and the second btus is owned nd onerated
by a Sr. Rmirez of uito. The huses leave Juite about noon and arrive in
Cosrumus about 3100 p.nm, the same day. ‘

4 From Guarumus te Santa Helena, it 1s necessary to wall about 44 ¥ilonmeters.
The read is actuvally a narrow path which goes aewrcss rivers and along nurerous
proeipiees.  The rivers were all fordable on foot., This path was congidered
very dangercous even on foot during the rainy season snd is used almost ex—
elugively by "arrieros”, who carry their eargo on steers to and from Guarumus »
Santa lelena, Gualea, and Paeto. :

3. It was determined that the two bus oneritors on the above route wore not
Party members and accordigly would not he availalhle for liaison vurnoses. In
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view of this, it was recomuende’ that the Party consider buying a bus and
putting it on this run in order to provide a safe means of carrying messages
baek and forth. It was esbimated thab this bus would be able to onerate in
gnch a mamer that it would not only meet its expenses bubt would actially
show a orofit within a reasonable length of time, as it wouwld be able to carry
pagssengers and freight both ways. If one of the "arrivros" (eargo carrisrs
with steers) co 14 be trusted or a Party member placed in such status, then
a means eould be provided for a daily courler to carry messages from the bus
operator in Guarumus to Tandayapa, In this manner communications eonld be
oastablished between Juito and the "hideout" in five hours on a daily basis,
1f necessary. :

The investigators found that it would be useless and ineffieient to astablish
aquarters at any place below Tandayapa, as the latter location offers a road,
heslthy climate, and fairly rapid means of comrunications. Tandayapa is about
1700 meters above sea level, and its onlv inhabitants at the moment consist
of a fanily named irias., It was the investipator’s opinion that the Party
merihers eo1ld eatablish themselves under the nretext of aspricultural colonists
and that the land, which 1s apnarently abandoned, would be wvery oroductive.

There ave no nolice or civil authoritics between lono and Tandayap2. The

only known means of penetrnting the area is the single »ath mentioned above,
between Guarurus and Tandayapa, which would enahle the Party to recelve
advance warning of the approach of any suspiclous persons. Farty mermbers based
in Tandavapa co1ld he supnlied daily by means of the bus and "arrieros" in
addition to what it could ebtain from the land and voultry raising.

Regarding the Party’s directive In respect to a means of communications
betwesn the Joastal an? Sierra Reglons, the investigntors wers unable to
discover any practical means of establishing contaet between Tandayapa and
fsmeraldas, which was the desired point of contict on the coast. They therefore
recommended that lialson with the Coastal Party be arranged through Juito,

The Party snecifiecally expressed the voint that mechanical or electrieal neans
of corrunieation not be considered in making the above survey, although it was
avident that radio comunications co-ld readily be established between
Tandayapa and a zoastal noint by using hand generators. The latter point was
discussed with the Party and mention was made that such cormunieations wonld
also make it possible to do away with the overland system s deseribed above,
Jowever, the Party is not known at this time to he conternlating the use of

8 clandestine radlo in its underground onerations,

In addition to the above-nmentioned survey, the Central Committee dscided that
a gsimilar survey shonll he made of the Santo Domingo de los Colorados area in
ordar to compare the advantapes offered by the respective loecations,
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